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The Green Impact Zone 

ÅA disinvested,  
150-block area in  
Kansas City, Mo. 

ÅFrom 39th Street to 
51st Street, and  
Troost to Prospect 
and Swope Parkway 



The Green Impact Zone 

Challenges: 

ÅHigh unemployment ð estimated 
between 25 and 50 percent in 
parts of the zone 

ÅPoverty ð 31 percent of residents 
living in poverty; median 
household income $22,397 

ÅVacant properties, high 
foreclosure rates 



The Green Impact Zone 

Strengths: 

ÅActive neighborhood 
organizations 

ÅStrong partnerships 
(public & private)  

ÅFederal ñmomentò with 
stimulus funding  



The Vision 

ñTo develop a sustainable 
community; one that is 
environmentally, economically  
and socially stronger tomorrow 
than it is today...  

A place where people want to 
live, work and play.ò 



Desired Outcomes 

ÅA high quality of life for everyone 
in the zone  

ÅQuality housing for everyone 
living in the zone  

ÅSafe, attractive and sustainable 
neighborhoods 

ÅNeighborhood capacity to sustain 
the vision 



Guiding Principles 

ÅBe inclusive, effective and 
efficient  

ÅComplement and enhance 
existing activities 

ÅCross-pollinate ideas 

ÅUse evidence-based 
measurements 

ÅUse a targeted approach 



Initial Strategies 

ÅStrong neighborhood outreach 

ÅHousing and weatherization 
programs 

ÅEmployment and training 

ÅPublic safety and community 
services 

ÅEnergy and water conservation 

ÅInfrastructure  

ÅYouth opportunities 



Strategies & Resources 

Neighborhood 
Outreach 

City of Kansas City, MO 
$1.5 Million  

Housing 

ωUMKC Center for 
Economic 
Information 

ωWells Fargo Bank 

Weatherization 

ωLow Income 
Weatherization 

$4.5 Million 

ωEnergy Works KC 
$20 Million 

Employment & 
Training 

ωNext Generation 
Career Center (FEC) 

ωGreen Ways to 
Green Careers 

Public Safety & 
Community 

Service 

Energy & Water 
Conservation 

ωKCPL Smart Grid   
$48 Million 

ωSustainable Skylines Infrastructure 

ωTiger Grant         
$26.2 Million 

ωBus Rapid Transit 
$27 Million                                                 

Urban Gardening 
& Food 

Youth 

ωNexus Program 

ωMetropolitan 
Community College 



A National Model 

ÅRecognized by White House as example of  
ñplace-basedò strategies for urban investment 



Investments 

ÅInitial grant of $1.5 million 
from KCMO 

ïGoals and Objectives :  

ïSecond-year grant in process 

 



Investments 

ÅKCP&L Smart Grid 
Demonstration Project 

ï$48 million investment 

ïModernize energy infrastructure 

ïHelp consumers manage usage 
and save money through smart 
devices 

 


